Join the Patron’s Program
 Yes, I would like to join the Patron's Program

Shine On Foundation:
Why we support the Spinal Research Institute

and pledge my support for the next three years
Here is my annual tax deductible donation of:
 $1,000 Community Patron
 $2,500 Associate Patron
 $5,000 Principal Patron
 $10,000 Transformation Patron
 Enclosed is my cheque for: $ 
Please make cheque payable to the Spinal Research Institute.

 Please charge my card for: $ 
 Visa

 Mastercard

Cardholder name: 
Card number: 
Card expiry: 			

CVV: 

Date: 
Name: 
Address: 

Daytime contact number: 
Email: 

Please send this form to:
Spinal Research Institute
Royal Talbot Rehabilitation Centre
1 Yarra Boulevard, Kew 3101
The Spinal Research Institute (SRI) Limited is a registered
Health Promotion Charity endorsed by the Australian Tax Office
as a deductible gift recipient (DGR).
All donations of $2 or more are tax deductible for
Australian citizens.

It has been most rewarding to support the Spinal Research
Institute’s mission to achieve better health outcomes for people
with spinal cord injury. Shine On Foundation are doing this by
providing funding to build capacity and support the Spinal
Research Institute’s operations. Through this support we have
seen first hand how philanthropy can make an enormous impact.
We know the Spinal Research Institute is doing marvellous work
and we also appreciate our contacts with the amazing team
who are always caring and uplifting to us personally. The Spinal
Research Institute certainly covers our Shine On Foundation
objectives of accountability and relationship, we feel well matched!
One of the highlights for us, where the impact of our philanthropic
investment came to life, was the launch of the Spinal Cord
Research Hub (SCoRH) in 2018, an online platform for spinal
cord researchers and clinicians. Developed locally by the Spinal
Research Institute, this innovative project has now grown to
support an international group of researchers and clinicians
(23 countries and counting), working in a variety of disciplines
in the field of spinal cord injury.
This platform has already improved collaborative research
relationships in this field and, in time, will lead to more efficient
research timelines and better research outcomes. This will help
improve treatment and care, and transform the lives of people
with spinal cord injury, not only in Victoria but around the world.

Steve & Nanda Waterham
Directors, Shine On Foundation

“

As a professional ballet dancer acquiring a spinal cord injury at C6/C7,
I thought my career was over. I firstly had to change my perception
of what a dancer was, focusing on what I could do rather than what
I could not. Collaborating with other artists has opened many doors
for me and has become a huge part of my dance career. The Spinal
Research Institute’s focus on improving research outcomes through
better collaboration makes sense to me. It is the key to great success.
- Marc Brew
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Building research collaboration and consumer
engagement, to improve the lives of people
with spinal cord injury.

A message from
our Patron

Jason’s story

The state of Spinal Cord Injury (SCI) in Australia

In 2011 Jason Ellery was on a road trip around Alberta,
Canada, when a snowboarding accident changed his
life forever.
For Jason, living with quadriplegia is far more complicated than being
in a wheelchair. From the moment he wakes up, he is faced with
challenges he never had to think twice about before the accident.
From toileting to showering, getting breakfast to playing with his sons,
everything takes longer.

Like many families around Australia we have been touched
by spinal cord injury. I am proud to be the philanthropic Patron
of the Spinal Research Institute as I share their passion to improve
health outcomes and the quality of life for people affected by
spinal cord injury.
A gift to the Spinal Research Institute Patron’s Program, no matter
how small, can effect big shifts in the lives of those with spinal
cord injury who are often young at the time of injury (17-25 years).
Your gift will help advance research outcomes, whether by
supporting researchers to work in this field more collaboratively,
providing talented young researchers with travel grants and
mentoring programs, or engaging people with spinal cord injury
to co-create and co-design research trials to achieve better health
outcomes. These changes and improvements to research will
create impact for years to come.
Philanthropy has the power to start making these changes now.
I encourage you to join the Spinal Research Institute Patron’s
Program and add your voice to this very worthy disability space.

Lady Southey AC
Patron, Spinal Research Institute

“

$2 BILLION

1-2 NEW

annually in direct care
and economic costs

injuries daily

ONLY 29%

16,000+

return to work
post injury

Australians live with
a spinal cord injury

A message from
our Chair
The impact that our donors have made to the
field of spinal cord injury research has so far
been profound. We are inspired by their support
in helping us realise our mission to improve
the health and wellbeing of people living with
spinal cord injury. I urge you to join the Patron’s
Program and learn more for yourselves about our
cause and the impact that united and targeted
philanthropy can deliver.

In an instant, everything changed.
Having a spinal cord injury is a lot
more than being in a wheelchair.
The injury has had an impact on
every aspect of my body. Trying
to keep my body well and get
through the day can seem like a
monumental, never ending
struggle. Work, social activities,
just getting around – all of these
change dramatically and require
incredible emotional and physical
adjustments that the average
person never has to think about,
let alone deal with.
Spinal cord injury research can
assist in dramatically improving
the quality of life for me and
millions worldwide living with
spinal cord injury. That’s why I
support the Spinal Research
Institute – they focus on
improving lives, here and now.

Our Programs
SPINAL CORD
RESEARCH HUB (SCoRH)
Connecting researchers
internationally

CONSUMER ENGAGEMENT
PROGRAM
Actively involving those
affected by SCI in research

TRAVEL GRANTS
Facilitating research
collaboration

MENTORING PROGRAM
Supporting research careers

CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS
Sharing best practice
with the SCI community

Our Impact

01

Increased research collaboration

02

Effective multi-centre studies

03

Fi Slaven
Chair, Spinal Research Institute

Patron’s Program
The Spinal Research Institute invites you to make
a difference and improve the lives of people with
spinal cord injury.
Our Patron’s Program offers four levels
of support:

Reduced research timeframes

• $1,000 Community Patron
• $2,500 Associate Patron

04

Research that meets the needs
and priorities of the SCI community

05

Improved health outcomes
and quality of life for people
with spinal cord injury

• $5,000 Principal Patron
• $10,000 Transformation Patron

We welcome an opportunity to meet with you to
discuss your interest in supporting our future vision.
Please contact:

Mrs Deirdre Mori

Development Manager, Spinal Research Institute

P:
E:

+61 414 192 491
deirdre.mori@thesri.org

